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"Promise and Faith: Soli Deo Gloria!" 
Luke 5:1-11 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church 
Emmett, Idaho 

30 July Anno Domini 2000 

Pastor Michael L. McCoy 

Grace, mercy and peace to you in the Name of the Only true God - in the Name of the Father and of 

the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Dear baptized, 

Naaman, Commander of the Syrian Army, was a leper with the promise of God. He will be healed if 

he went to the Jordan River and washed seven times in it. When he heard this, he rejected the 

promise. The promise of God did him no good since he lacked faith in the promise. When King Saul 

went to the witch of Endor seeking to know God’s will, Saul focused his faith where he had no 

promise from the Lord. Where there is no Divine promise, there is no blessing, no matter how much 

faith one has. 

The "Apology of the Augsburg Confession" states this truth like this: "It is by faith that God wants to 

be worshiped, namely, that we receive from him what He promises and offers" (IV:49). Today’s 

Gospel Reading proclaims that truth. Please listen to that reading once again under the theme ... 

... Promise and Faith: Soli Deo Gloria - To God Alone Be The Glory 

Now so it was, as the multitude pressed about Him to hear the Word of God, that He stood by the 

Lake of Gennesaret, and saw two boats standing by the lake; but the fishermen had gone from them 

and were washing their nets. Then He got into one of the boats, which was Simon’s, and asked him 

to put out a little from the land. And He sat down and taught the multitudes from the boat. Now when 

He had stopped speaking, He said to Simon, "Launch out into the deep and let down your nets for a 

catch." But Simon answered and said to Him, "Master, we have toiled all night and caught nothing; 

nevertheless at Your word I will let down the net." And when they had done this, they caught a great 

number of fish, and their net was breaking. So they signaled to their partners in the other boat to 

come and help them. And they came and filled both the boats, so that they began to sink. When 

Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, "Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O 

Lord!" For he and all who were with him were astonished at the catch of fish which they had taken; 

and so also were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And Jesus 

said to Simon, "Do not be afraid. From now on you will catch men." So when they had brought their 

boats to land, they forsook all and followed Him. 

Thus far the inspired and inerrant Word of the Lord our God. 
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In the beginning was the Word and the Word became flesh and the Word came to the people who 

stood by the Lake of Gennesaret. Jesus, the Incarnate Word of God, got into one of the boats, which 

was Simon’s, and asked him to put out a little from the land. The Lord God Almighty sat down and 

taught the multitudes from the boat. They heard Law and Gospel rightly divided and applied. The 

Law always accuses the Old Adam and condemns him. The Gospel promises God’s gracious gifts of 

forgiveness of sins, eternal life and salvation for the sake of the Sacrifice of the Christ for the sins of 

the world. The people who are gathered by the Word in the Presence of the Lord are justified ... are 

declared right with God, not by the Law but by the promise of the Gospel and faith in the promised 

mercy and blessing. 

Jesus stopped speaking and said to Simon (whom we know better as Peter), "Launch out into the 

deep and let down your nets for a catch." Now, dear people, did you hear that? What did Simon just 

receive? That’s right, he is the recipient of a Divine promise, one specifically made to him that 

particular day. "Launch out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch." Great! That’s 

wonderful. Peter has this promise from God. But, at this point, has it done him any good ... does he 

have what the Word of God promises? No. What does Peter do? Well, he has just been a hearer of 

the Word as he and the other fishermen were cleaning their nets. Listen to the first word from Peter’s 

mouth. 

"Master, we have toiled all night and caught nothing." This is not so much doubt of God’s Word as 

it is a statement of fact intending to inform this man from Galilee of the past events ... things that this 

teacher might not be aware of since Peter didn’t know that Jesus had been with them during the 

darkness. "Master, the truth is that we have been working all night and caught nothing. Our good 

works are of no benefit. All our well-intended deeds done during this world’s night have yielded 

nothing. All our works have yielded us are these filthy nets and we now engaged in a labor to get 

them clean. 

Nevertheless, Master, despite our fruitless works we have Your Word and ‘at Your word I will let 

down the net.’" Human reason might be asking, "How can deep water do such great things?" It is not 

the deep water indeed that yields a catch of fish, but the Word of God which is in and with the deep 

water, and faith, which trusts such Word of God in the water. Promise and Faith: To God Alone Be 

The Glory. 

In Holy Baptism, God has promised forgiveness of sins, deliverance from death and the devil, and 

grants eternal salvation to all who believe God’s Word and promise. The faith to believe God’s 

Word and promise is also a gift. The faith required to receive the promised blessings is the faith that 

God gives, for faith "is not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not because of works (Eph. 2:8-9)." 

For without the Word of God the water is deep water only and the fishermen will not net a single 

fish. But with the Word of God, they have His promise, and through faith which trusts such Word of 

God, Peter and those with him, "when they had done this, they caught a great number of fish, and 

their net was breaking." 

Promise and Faith: Soli Deo Gloria. Let’s be hearers of the Word and consider another example of a 

Divine promise and the necessity of faith in such Word of God. Jesus says, "Our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the same night in which He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had given thanks, He brake it 

and give it to His disciples, saying, ‘Take, eat; this is My Body which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.’ After the same manner also He took the cup when He had supped, and when 

He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying, Drink ye all of it; this cup is the New Testament in 
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My Blood, which is shed for you for the remission of sins. This do, as oft as ye drink it, in 

remembrance of Me.’" 

This is a Divine promise of God and it is wonderful in its benefits, the benefits that Jesus earned 

when He suffered and died on the cross for the sins of all people. The promised blessing is the 

remission of sins, and where there is forgiveness of sins, there is also eternal life and salvation. 

That’s God’s promise. These are given through this Word of God and he that believes these words 

has what they say and express, namely, the forgiveness of sins. That shows the need for God’s gift of 

faith to trust such Promise of God. 

Since the practice has been questioned here and since in our Bible class on Sunday mornings, we 

looked at the scriptural and pastoral practice of closed communion, let’s look briefly at one reason 

for closed communion with respect to Promise and Faith. Who, then, receives the Sacrament 

worthily? He is truly worthy and well prepared who has faith in these words, "Given and shed for 

you for the remission of sins." Someone who doesn’t have faith in this Word of God is neither 

worthy nor prepared. What does this mean? Answer this to yourself: What was given and shed? Not 

bread and wine, but Christ’s very Body and His true Blood. Therefore someone who does not 

believe in the real, flesh and blood Presence of Jesus the Christ along with the bread and the wine 

should not attend since there is no faith in the promise. Thus we practice closed communion. To do 

otherwise would be unloving, uncaring, unScriptural and unChristian. It would be harmful to them 

and they would receive the opposite of the intended blessing. We wouldn’t want to be responsible 

for someone being hurt by coming to the Holy Supper unworthy and unprepared. 

Someone who doesn’t have faith in this Word of God is neither worthy nor prepared. What does this 

mean? Answer this to yourself: What is promised in the Lord’s Supper? What is promised is the 

remission of sins. Now, if a person does not believe that there is the forgiveness of sins actually 

bestowed in this Holy Meal, then they don’t believe that there is remission of sins ... I mean, they are 

denying the forgiveness of sins that God has promised. There is no faith in the promise of God and 

thus we practice closed communion. To do otherwise would be unloving, uncaring, unScriptural and 

unChristian. He that does not believe the Word of God, or doubts, is unworthy and unprepared; for 

the words "for you" require all hearts to believe. We wouldn’t want to be responsible for someone 

being hurt by coming to the Holy Supper unworthy and unprepared. 

At the same time, we do earnestly desire that all people would be ready and prepared to come to the 

Lord’s Supper and we are willing to teach and help anyone who earnestly desires to hear the Word. 

"‘At Your word I will let down the net.’ And when they had done this, they caught a great number of 

fish, and their net was breaking." Notice what Peter and the others did. "At Your word ... and when 

they had done this." They had the promise of God’s Word and they abided by it. They did not say, 

"Look, we don’t need to go into the deep. We can cast our nets here next to shore. In fact, we don’t 

need nets. We can jump in and catch the feet with our bare hands." Naaman the Leper made this sort 

of stupid blunder. His promise of healing was in the water of the Jordan River. He thought that the 

rivers of Damascus had better water. That may have been true, but the promise of God was attached 

to the Jordan River. Only there was there to be a cleansing from his leprosy. Naaman could have 

spend a year in the Damascus waters and he would have remained a leper. The promise was attached 

to the waters of the Jordan. 
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Today, we don’t baptize people with rose petals as one of our members reported was done in some 

weird gathering of religious people. Why? God has not attached His promise to rose petals. It’s 

water and the Word. In this Name that we are gathered and permitted into the Presence of the Lord 

God Almighty. We don’t celebrate the Holy Eucharist with cookies and coke, or with donuts and 

grape juice. Why? God has not spoken His promise in connection with these things. It’s bread and 

wine and the Word. According to His Word we commune in, with and under the Real Presence of 

Jesus the Christ. 

Suddenly Simon realizes this Presence of the Incarnate Lord. Through the Word and work of the 

Lord, it is revealed to Peter that this Jesus is Jehovah ... very God of very God. "He fell down at 

Jesus’ knees, saying, ‘Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord!’" Sinful man is now in the 

Presence of the Holy God. He has come to Simon and the natural reaction of man’s sinful nature is 

to depart from God’s presence and hide from Him. The Incarnate Son of God is in the boat and 

permits Simon to live in His Presence just as He permits you to enter His Presence with thanksgiving 

as you have this day. In fact, He wants Simon to live in His Presence just as He wants you to abide 

in His Presence as you are doing here and now. 

So what, then, does the Incarnate Word say to Simon? Listen to this promise dear people and trust in 

this absolution from the lips of Jesus, "Fear not." Here are the animal skins given to Adam and Eve. 

"Fear not." Here is the coal that touches Isaiah’s lips. "Fear not." Mary, "the Lord is with you." 

"Fear not." This is the promise of the angels to the shepherds watching their flocks by night, "Fear 

not, for behold, I bring you Good News of a great joy." God is with you. "Fear not." Christ is risen 

and with you always. He will never leave you nor forsake you. The person who believes these words 

has what they say, namely, no need to fear being in the Presence of the Lord and of having 

Immanuel, having God with us even to the end of the age. 

"And Jesus said to Simon, ‘Fear not. From now on you will catch men.’" It is as if Jesus had said, "I 

have demonstrated to you the lesser miracle in this catch of fish. You are going to be involved in the 

greater miracle — namely, of taking My Word of Promise and casting it as a net into the world and 

bringing babies, children, youth, adults and elderly into My Presence here in My Boat now and in 

My Paradise for eternity. 

So when they had brought their boats to land, they forsook all and followed Him. Having announced 

the Word of absolution which promises forgiveness to all who believe these words, Jesus foretells 

the office of preaching the Word of absolution by one who has been absolved. Having heard the 

Word they followed Him ... as disciples who were soon called to make disciples of all nations by 

proclaiming the Word of Promise and trusting that God’s Word accomplishes His purpose, by also 

working faith where and when He pleases. What does this mean? Simply this: 

I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to 

Him; but the Holy Ghost has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and 

kept me in the true faith; even as He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian 

Church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith; in which Christian Church He 

daily and richly forgives all sins to me and all believers, and will at the Last Day raise up me and all 

the dead, and give unto me and all believers in Christ eternal life. Amen. This is most certainly true. 

"The promise is accepted by faith; the fact that it is free excludes our merits and shows that the 

blessing is offered only by mercy; the merits of Christ are the price because there must be a certain 
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propitiation for our sins. ... And so at every mention of mercy we must remember that this requires 

faith, which accepts the promise of mercy. Similarly, at ever mention of faith we are also thinking of 

its objects, the promised mercy" (Apology, IV:49-56). 

"That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may be guaranteed" (Romans 4:16). Dear 

baptized, "this is how God wants to be known and worshiped, that we accept His blessing and 

receive them because of His mercy rather than because of our own merits. This is the greatest 

consolation in all afflictions" (AP IV:60). 

Promise and Faith: Soli Deo Gloria ... To God Alone Be The Glory! 


